Fourth Presbyterian Church 
Chicago December first. 


CHURCH OFFICE 
126 E. CHESTNUT STREET 
SUPERIOR 68450 


Dear Dr. Robingen: 


You are to be congratulated on the way you are steering" Fhe 
Presbyterian" and I for one thank you for it. I hawe heard my friends speak 
ofuit too and just wanted to pass the note of encouragement along to you. 


Your editorial calling for a smaller assemble is splendid. I wish 
you would really put the paper behind it and see if this time the church can 
not rise to some great unselfish level and vote it thru . There are little 
presbyteries in thewest and south with only a few active pastors. These men 
go to the assembly time and time again while men in some of the great centers 
Seldom go. It is hard to bring these facts out without killing any chance for 
a smaller assembly . Yet I believe if the magazine would get behind some few 
strong simple church reforms just such as this is that they would be put thru 
and in the meantime the paper would gain strength thru accomplishment . Ihave 
the feeling that sevefal of these things are simply waiting for some breath 
to blow them into a flame of victory. Why do you not ask several men in 
various sections of the country to write brief articles about the desire for 
a smaller assembly? Dont make the mistake of getting the men from the large 
parishes to write because immediately the men from the smaller ones say"Oh yes! 
You go when and where you please and the assembly is our trip". Power to you 
as you bring this practical reform into the open. Dr. A. CG. Zenos has thot 
much on this and has a practical plan so he tells me. I am sure he would be 
glad to write it out simply for you if it was your desire. 


: I have it on my heart to write another article on Presbyterian 
ReUnion. The gist of the article is that this thing if it comes will have 

to come from beneath and nodt from above and that there are certain things that 
each elder and minister can do to bring it about. The United Lutheran Church 
is just celebrating twenty years of a three fold union and I have read with 
great interest "The Lutheran" as it rejoices over the twenty years. If you 
care for the article I will be glad to peg it off and send it on to you. What 
a great thing to think of- a great strong united Presbyterian Church in 
America-from coast to coast-made up of the southerh and united and ourown 
men. I have longed for you to take the lead in calling for such a church- 
conservative and yet forward looking and alert. 


Now a note to you not as editor but as pastor— How many churches that 
you know of in your section are teaching the Shorter Satechism in its entirety 
to their Bible School pupils? Does your church? I know of few here that do 
so and yet I am convinced that we should return to some instruction of this 
sort. I do not like the catechism other than the shorter because I believe 
thatthe church centering on one has value. The shorter it seems to me too 
long and also that it contains much that could be eliminated such as the 
guestions and answers about the Lords Prayer and the Commandments. There 
are some words which do not give the original meaning any longer. I am 
wondering if the church would not now respond to an effort to bring out a 
catechism for teaching purposes which would have about half the number of 
words in it that the present one does and yet would teach essentially the 
same truth and do so in a way which children today could better get ahold of. 
The way in which our little book "Faith and Life "is being used encourages 
me to suggest this. What do you think of it-frankly- 


Yours in the Master 


Gy 


Che Presbyterian Church in the Gnited States of America 
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


EXECUTIVE HEAD GENERAL OFFICE 
REV. WILLIAM BARROW PUGH, D.D. 514 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 
STATED CLERK PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


- 


December 1, 1938 


Rev. Stewart Robinson, D.D., 
25 Kempshal Place, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 


My dear Stewart: 


I was very glad to receive your letter 
of November 29th and to realize that the Minutes 
of the General Council were accurate. For a while 
I was afraid that perhaps in some way an important 
item had been left out. However, I am certain now, 
from what you write, that both the Administrative 
Committee and the General Council itself took the 
action which I forwarded to you in my recent letter 
without any additions. 


I am very much interested in the additional 
paragraphs of your letter. Some time in the near 
future I hope that we may have an opportunity to talk 
personally to one another upon the whole subject. 

It is so difficult to converse in this way through 
the means of a letter. There is much to be seriously 
considered in what you write. 


With all good wishes to Mrs. Robinson and 
yourself, I am 


Most cordially yours, 


William Barrow Pugh, 
Stated Clerk. 


REV. WILLIAM BARROW PUGH, D.D. 


AMERICAN SECRETARY 


514 WITHERSPOON BUILDING 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. December 5, 1938 


PRELIMINARY NOTICE TO THE MEMBERS OF THE WESTERN SECTION 
OF THE ALLIANCE OF REFORMED CHURCHES. 


Dear Brethren: 


The next meeting of the Western Section of the Alliance of 
Reformed Churches throughout the World holding the Presbyterian 
System will take place in the Chapel of Western Theological 
Seminary, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on February 28th and March 
lst, 1939. A most interesting program is being arranged for 
this meeting. This program will be sent to you shortly after 
January ist, 1959. 


In connection with our business sessions, it is planned to 
hold a popular meeting in the East Liberty Presbyterian Church 
of Pittsburgh on Tuesday evening, February 28th. The Rev. Dr. 
H. Emil Brunner, Visiting Professor of Theology of Princeton 
Theological Seminary will deliver the main address. This should 
be an historic meeting. 


It is earnestly hoped that you will make every effort to be 
present during all the sessions of the forthcoming meeting of 
the Western Section. As has been customary in previous years, 
the expenses incurred by delegates in attendance upon these 
sessions will be paid from the treasury of the Alliance. 


Very truly yours, 


J 


WILLIAM BARROW PUGH 
secretary. 


Galuary Rectory 


61 GRAMERCY PARK, NORTH 
NEw YORK CITY 


December 29, 1938 


Dear Stew, 


A copy of your November 3rd issue of 
"The Presbyterian" has just come before my eyes. 


Frankly, I am amazed at your publishing 
such an article as that by the Reverend Peter Rees Joshua giving 
so wholly mistaken and false an impression of the Oxford Group. 
Why ,you contradict it yourself on the previous page in the 
review of my book "The Church Can Save The World". Everyone who 
is informed knows that the faith of the Oxford Group, as Frank 
Buchman's own faith, is the fundamental Christianity of the 
Christian creeds. Our faith is the faith of our respective 
churches. Enclosed you will find something Frank said years 
ago about the fundamental faith of the Oxford Group in the 
Atonement. 


I think it is time some of you religious 
editors began to look into the dishonesties which you spread 
about the Oxford Group with a view toward definite restitution 
to God and your fellow Christians. You are injuring the work of 
Jesus Christ, the atoning work of His Cress in which you profess 
to believe. 


Faithfully yours, 


The Reverend Stewart M. Robinson,D.D., DAN eae 


The Presbyterian Publishing Co., 
1217 Market Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


